Flgure 1 Treetopﬁcﬁtfocarpus gracnllor

AfrocarpugraciliofThunb (synonymously
also calledPodocarpufalcatusAfrocarpus
falcatusis oneoftheonlytwoconifespecies
knowro benativeo Ethiopidtis commonly
calledas yellowwood, Africarfernpine(in
Englishland Zigba(in Ethiopia)lt is a an
evergreenlimaxspecieghatgrowslowlyto

a heighfupto 40m,andit is characterized
by a complicatedlobate stem nature
(MAATENHAUSTONETAL, 2011 ADIE2010). It
ISmembeofthePodocarpaceéamily

Afrocarpugraciliorgenerallyhas very low germinatiorand
recruitmenthan otherpodocarpuspecies Thisis dueto its
strategwfdispersandpropagatianwhicht producea heavy
fruit,butinvestamostiyin dispersajwitha yellowfleshpulpor
epimatiurenclosinghe seed)andprotectivéissue(stonyshell
orsclerotesjandverylittleintoendosperdoodreserve$orthe
embryo(GELDENHUYS1993. As a resultgerminatiomf the
speciesat nurserys verydifficultandthuswildingggerminants
collectedindermothertreesfroma naturalforest)are usually
collectedndreplantetha nurseryWegetativeropagatioofthe
speciesromcutting®f stockplantdo theageof twoyearswvas

foundo perfornbettethanseedling@NEGASH2003.

Products

The wood of Afrocarpus
graciligr which normallyis
called podo, is a favoured
timberfor industriapurposes
such as for lumber,veneer,
panebroductdtis particularly
suitabldorflooring@ndroofing
and otherinteriompurposesilt
IS also preferredspeciesfor
fuel wood Furthermord is
usedfor traditionanedication
In EthiopiandKenya

Afrocarpusgracilioris not currently
iIncluded under the I[UCN threat
categoryBut someotherspecieghat
grow in associatiowith it such as
Echinops ellenbekii (O.Hoffiph are
endangeredVIVERO ET AL, 2005.
Henceongoingleforestatiorthatare
undergoingn the Afrocarpugracilior
forestqASHAGREET AL, 2004 will be
catastrophito the biodiversityf the
countryIn southwesterhighlandsof
Ethiopiapodocarpudominatesome
forestswhereit canbe considereds
keystonspecies

Figure 4Afrocarpus gracilioRift Valley, Ethiopia.

Figure 3. FruitsAffocarpus gracilior

Ecosystem services

Afrocarpugyraciliorforms a

largecrownthatprovide$ood

andshelteto wildanimaldike

birds, mammalsinsectsand

microorganismstis alsovital

for maintainingsoil quality
throughhugeamounbf litter

productiorand its significant
effeconthenutrientlynamics
of the soil (YESHANEWAND
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AL, 2005.

Conclusion

=) Afrocarpugraciliors oneofthemostvaluabléreespecies

=) |tis,howeverindergoingnderapicdrateof deforestaticas

=) Owingto its economicalecologicaland environmental

iInthemountaiareasof Ethiopia

likeothettreespecieshehighlandefEthiopia

benefit$o the country,Afrocarpugraciliomeedsurgent
conservatiom its habitatand furtherreclamatiorf its
formerareasthrougiplantationand assistedegeneration
haspredominanhportance

OXFORDE

Afrocarpugracilionaturallgrowsn
mountairforestsof the Eastermrand
South EasternAfrica startingfrom
EthiopidahroughiKenyaTanzaniand
Mozambique SouthAfricancluding
SwazilandndLesoth@Figure). Itis
also planted as ornamentaltree
outside its natural distributionin
Australia,the United Satates and
IndiaLOUPEETAL, 2008.
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Figure 2. Natural distribution of
AfrocarpugraciliofLouPEETAL, 2008).

As climaxspecies establishmerdnd early growthof
Afrocarpugraciliorrequireshadefrom a nursetree
Regeneraticandfastgrowthof Afrocarpugraciliowas
observedvenundeplantationsfexoticspeciesuchas
eucalyptand pines(SENBETAET AL, 2002. Afrocarpus
graciliors thereforsuitablespecieformixedlantations
withexoticspeciesn whichit canalsocompromistne
opiniomfexotidreeplantationaregeneralldetrimental
Of coursethere is no any better managemento
Afrocarpusgraciliorthan preservingand sustainably
utilizingt initsnaturaénvironment
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